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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Astronomical Society 

of the Pacific, Held in the Rooms of the Society, 

San Francisco, California, on January 31, 1920, 

at 8.00 P. M. 

President Hodghead in the Chair. The Minutes of the annual meeting of 
last year were approved as printed in the Publications of February, 1010. 

Director Aitken, of the Publication Committee, made a verbal report on the 
work of his committee during the past year and invited attention to the fact 
that the Society must be prepared to meet increased costs of printing during 
the current year. He also directed attention to the growing prestige of our 
Publications in the scientific world, as evidenced by numerous complimentary 
reviews in other journals and the frequent quotations from our columns. 

In response to the call for a report from the Finance Committee, and in the 
absence of the Chairman of that Committee, the Secretary-Treasurer pre- 
sented the following report: 



Report of the Secretary-Treasurer for the Fiscal Year 

Ending January 31, 1920 

The present membership of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific is as 
follows: 

Life Members 76 

Active Members 210 

Institutional Members 50 

Total 336 

The Society also sends its Publications to 34 Exchanges and to 63 Corre- 
sponding Institutions. There are 433 names upon its mailing list. 

During the past year 24 new "members have been added to the rolls of the 
Society. There have been 9 deaths, 5 resignations and 10 names have been 
dropped for continued non-payment of dues. Among the deceased are the 
names of Andrew Carnegie, Professor E. C. Pickering, Mrs. Phoebe A. Hearst, 
H. C. Frick, Louis Lisser, John A. Cook, James K. Lynch, Jesse W. Lilienthal 
and L. A. Thompson. 

During the year three open meetings were held, the first on March 29th, in 
San Francisco, when Dr. W. W. Campbell, Director of Lick Observatory, 
spoke on the subject: "What are the Spiral Nebulae?" 

The second lecture was given by Dr. George E. Hale, Director of Mount 
Wilson Solar Observatory, in Berkeley, July 7th, his subject being: "The Work 
of the Amateur Astronomer." 

The third lecture was given by Dr. R. G. Aitken, of Lick Observatory, at the 
Students Observatory, Berkeley, on the evening of November 29th, his sub- 
ject being: "Island Universes; what we know about them." 

The marked feature of the Society's activities during the past year has con- 
sisted of the publication, in book form, of the twelve Adolfo Stahl Lectures in 
Astronomy which were delivered in San Francisco during the seasons of 1916- 
17-18, under the auspices of the Society. This work was made possible by the 
generosity of Mr. Adolfo Stahl, who not only paid for the publication of the 
book, but who has turned over to the Society all revenues derived from its sale. 
One thousand copies of the book were printed, about one-third of which have 
already been sold, netting to date approximately $600, which is now available 
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to the Society for other astronomical work. Next to Mr. Stahl the principal 
credit for this undertaking is due to Dr. Aitken, Chairman of the Publication 
Committee, whose arduous and unselfish labor in editing the work is entitled 
to grateful recognition. The work is already receiving wide attention from 
scientists and learned institutions in all parts of the world. 

Among other activities of the Society may be mentioned its participation 
in the work of the Pacific Division of the American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science, which held a meeting at Pasadena, in June, at which a number 
of valuable papers were presented by members of the Astronomical Society of 
the Pacific. 

At the special meeting of the Board of Directors, held on November 29th, 
to consider the award of the Bruce Gold Medal for 1920, the unanimous choice 
fell upon Professor E. W. Brown, of Yale University, and that distinguished 
scholar has signified his acceptance of the honor. This makes the fifteenth 
presentation of the Bruce Medal, its holders now constituting an enviable roll 
of honor. An invitation has been extended to Professor Brown to come to San 
Francisco in March next to receive the medal in person, and hopes are enter- 
tained that he will be enabled to address the Society on that occasion. 

In this connection, it is proper to state that, at the meeting of the Board of 
Directors, held on March 29th last, the statutes which govern the bestowal of 
the Bruce Medal were amended by the substitution of the National Observatory 
at Cordoba, Argentine Republic, for the Observatory of Berlin, as one of the 
six nominating institutions for the bestowal of this medal. 

The library of the Society, which is now housed in the Sutro Branch of the 
California State Library, at the corner of Sacramento and Webster streets, 
San Francisco, is slowly growing in volume and usefulness. There are now 6567 
items in the library; 635 bound and 5932 pamphlets and other unbound material. 
During the year 1919 665 items were added, of which 14 were bound and 651 
were pamphlets and other unbound material. Thanks to the interest and con- 
stant care of the Branch Librarian, Mrs. Laura Steffens Suggett, this material 
is now carefully indexed and shelved and every facility is offered to those who 
desire to consult it. 

Owing to building operations started during the year in the Lick Building, 
on Montgomery street, which was the former home of the Society, it became 
necessary to find new quarters, and the office of the Society is now located in 
Room 709 of the Postal Telegraph Building, at 22 Battery street, San Francisco. 



Report of the Treasurer for the Fiscal Year Ending 

January 31, 1920 

GENERAL STATEMENT 
Assets: 

Thirty-one bonds (par value $20,450) — cost $20,404.60 

Cash in Alvord Fund — Savings Union Bank 218.00 

Cash in Library Fund — Security Savings Bank 100.84 

Cash in Life Membership Fund — Security Savings Bank 281 .96 

Cash in Dolbeer Fund — Union Trust Co.'s Bank 109.89 

Cash in Bruce Medal Fund— First Federal Trust Co 196 . 24 

Cash in Comet Medal Fund — Savings Union Bank in .46 

Cash in General Fund— Donohoe Kelly Bank Co 1262.12 

Total $22,686 . 19 

Note. — The value of library, office furniture and unsold Stahl books on hand 
is not considered in this statement. 
Liabilities, none. 

STATEMENTS BY FUNDS 
William Alvord Fund 

Dr. Tocash balance January 25, 1919 $210.51 

Interest received 301 99 

Total $512.50 

Cr. By transfers to General Fund 293.51 

Balance January 31, 1920 $218.99 

Holds byi bonds— Par $4700.00 

Cost 457025 



